
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR 2022/23  

Purpose of Report 

1. To suggest amendments to the title and responsibilities of the three Scrutiny 
Committees in the light of changes in priority and Cabinet Member responsibilities to 
ensure clarity in which Scrutiny Committee deals with which subject matters.  

Recommendations  

2. The Committee is recommended to agree: 

(i) Three Scrutiny Committees entitled (1)Scrutiny Committee for Leader, Deputy 
Leader and Housing and Customer Services dealing with the work carried out 
by the Leader, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Housing and 
Customer Services,(2) Scrutiny Committee for Planning, Economic Growth 
and Net Zero to shadow the work of the Cabinet Member for Planning and the 
Cabinet Member for Economic Growth and Net Zero and (3) the Scrutiny 
Committee for Community, Leisure and Parking to shadow the work of the 
Cabinet Member for Community and the Cabinet Member for Leisure and 
Parking. 

(ii) The three Committees will meet at 7 pm in the Council Chamber unless 
otherwise agreed by the relevant Committee Chairman. 

 

Background 

3. In order to provide clarity on which Scrutiny Committee is dealing with which topics, 
the Scrutiny Committees have shadowed the work of the Cabinet Members as 
notified to Council from time to time by the Leader.  At the Annual Council on 11th May 
2022, the responsibilities of the Cabinet Members were significantly changed as set 
out in Appendix 1 and, in order to be clear on some important subjects, it is 
suggested that changes are made to the responsibilities of the Scrutiny Committees 
so it is clear to all which matters will be considered by which Scrutiny Committee. 

4. These suggested changes mean that the Leader, Deputy Leader and Housing and 
Customer Service Scrutiny Committee will deal with new matters around Housing, 
ICT and Digital, Equalities and Safeguarding.  It will also deal with Housing and 
Benefits which ties in which its financial responsibilities.  In addition, it will deal with 
the Centre for Outdoor Sports, Waste and some Landscape issues.  It will also deal 
with projects under the Leader portfolio of Gatwick Airport, Burgess Hill Town Centre, 
Clair Hall and The Orchards Shopping Centre. 
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5. The Scrutiny Committee for Planning, Economic Growth and Net Zero will need to 
progress the District Plan to include the working party agreed in January 2022 and 
the need to ensure the policy on Economic Growth and Sustainability is energetically 
implemented. 

6. The Scrutiny Committee for Community, Leisure and Parking will have responsibility 
for the Community Governance Reviews that are happening this year, the Leisure 
Contract as we move away from the major financial issues caused by the Pandemic 
and the further implementation of the Parking Strategy which started with an 
adjustment in parking fees in April 2022. 

Policy Context 

7. Climate Change and Net Zero have particularly significant issues for the Council and 
the changes in Cabinet responsibilities and the proposed Scrutiny Committee 
responsibilities reflect this priority.   

Other Options Considered 

8. To remain with the present Scrutiny structure which means time will be spent 
concluding where items should be reported to Scrutiny Committees with a wider 
number of staff needed at any particular meeting. 

Financial Implications 

9. None save that with no change in the Scrutiny responsibilities, a lot of time is likely to 
be spent trying to allocate particular work items to particular Scrutiny Committees.  

Risk Management Implications 

10. It is important both for Members and Members of the Public that there is clarity in 
which Scrutiny Committees deal with which items of business. 

Equality and Customer Service Implications  

11. None from this Report.  Equality matters will still be scrutinised at Committee level. 

Other Material Implications 

12. None. 

Sustainability Implications  

13. Greater emphasis is put on Sustainability in the new responsibilities of Cabinet 
Members and the Scrutiny Committee for Planning, Economic Growth and Net Zero 
will have capacity to devote to this important matter alongside the extensive work 
required to progress the District Plan. 

Background Papers 

 The Council’s present Constitution. 


